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the same time, though this is its ultimate objective base,
the moral rule soon wins assent and compliance without
lefeience to this feature as a motive: it gathers upon itself
many a pleasant feeling, like other means to happy ends, as
if it were a good on its own account; and leaves the agent's
altruistic sympathies free play at the same moment that his
self-maintaining impulse pursues its natural way. He is
himself a part of the social structure whose health his own
personal sacrifices tend to uphold; and his attachment to
it overcompensates him for what he foregoes By such
associations do the external rules find response and support
fiom internal affections, which may escape into complete
disinterestedness and infuse into the character a strong
moral enthusiasm. Nor is this all. The psychological life
in man is inseparably conjoined with a physiological: an
emotion cannot become intensely and habitually felt with-
out leaving its vestiges, if not upon the structure, at least
upon the susceptibilities of the biam: so that it will tend
to recur with increasing facility, and to institute spon-
taneously the related series of thoughts, volitions, and
actions. But wherever such personal characteristics be-
come fixed, it is well known that they frequently pass from
parent to child: so that much of the character which has
been won by self-discipline is transmitted by inheritance,
and the son starts from a station in advance of his father.
From this cause, it is suggested, the inward experience of
past generations may establish a cerebral register of them-
selves, ever deepening in its trace and quickening in its
velocity of movement; and this swift compend of what
were once long processes of thought or feeling turns up in
us as Intuition, and, assuming the airs of a heaven-sent
conscience, tempts us to overlook and despise the homely
utilities which alone it really represents. This is Mr.
Spencer's celebrated doctrine that * experiences of utility,
organised and consolidated Jluring all past generations of
the htrman* race, have been producing TieTfoiis'' modifica-
Hch, by continued transmission and accumulation,